
 

WEEK 4:  WHY MY CHURCH IS THE 
HOPE OF THE WORLD 

4 GOALS FOR THIS SERIES:

• To ignite hearts to LOVE the Church that Christ LOVES 
• To stir hearts to be faithful to WORSHIP & MEET together again. 
• To see GIFTS of members of the Glory Center ACTIVATED 
• To motivate hearts to love those who are ________, ____________ & ____________ 

JESUS’ FIRST WORDS ABOUT HIS CHURCH &  
HIS LAST WORDS TO THE CHURCH 

MATTHEW 16:18 (NKJV) 
 “I will build MY CHURCH, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 

• The Church expands every time ___________________________ 
• When someone is born again, a ____________________ takes place 

MATTHEW 28:18-19 (NLT) 
“Jesus came and told his disciples, `I have been given all authority in heaven 
and on earth.  Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.’” 

KEY PRINCIPLE:  Jesus could have chosen any other avenue of reaching 
the world with His love and forgiveness, but He chose the __________.   
I love my Church because it is the _____________ of the world! 


PRACTICAL STEPS FOR SHARING THIS HOPE 

1. _________ for the mind of the unbeliever to be open to 
receive the revelation of Jesus’ love. 

2 Corinthians 4:4 (NIV) “The god of this age has blinded the 
minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the 
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” 

2. ________ friends and family members about what God 
has done and is doing in your life.


3. Boldly _________ friends and family members to church 
and iConnect Bible Study Groups. 


Acts 2:46-47 (NIV) “Every day they continued to meet together in 
the temple courts.  They broke bread in their homes and ate 
together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying 
the favor of all the people.  And the Lord added to their number 
daily those who were being saved.” 



WHY MY CHURCH IS THE HOPE 
OF THE WORLD:

2.  THE CHURCH IS THE ____________ OF 
THE WORLD 
Matthew 5:14-16 (NIV)  (Jesus)  “YOU ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD.  A 
city on a hill cannot be hidden.  Neither do people light a lamp and put it 
under a bowl.  Instead, they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone 
in the house.  In the same way, LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE BEFORE PEOPLE, 
that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” 

John 8:12 “When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, `I AM THE 
LIGHT OF THE WORLD.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, 
but will have the light of life.” 

Colossians 1:13 (NIV) “For he has rescued us from the dominion of 
darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves.” 

1 Peter 2:9 (NIV) “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him 
who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” 

OUR RESPONSIBILITY:  Jesus was saying that the light we carry is  
_______________ because the world is dark.  And, we need to 
be _____________________ about letting our light shine.


WAYS THAT WE HIDE THE LIGHT: 
• We can get too ________ 
• We can get ____________ 
• We can become _____________ 
• We can get ___________________________  
• We can ______________ to the world   (Rom. 12) 

1.  THE CHURCH IS A _____________________ 
PEOPLE 
A.  ____________ by the Spirit 
Acts 1:8 (NIV) (Jesus) “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you…” 

Acts 2:1-4 (NIV) “When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in 
one place.  Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from 
heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.  They saw what 
seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.  
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
tongues as the Spirit enabled them.” 

B.  Using Spiritual _____________  and _________________ 
(For Spiritual gifts, see 1 Corinthians 12, Romans 12 & Ephesians 4) 

1 Corinthians 14:15 (NIV) “… I will pray with my spirit, but I will also 
pray with my mind; I will sing with my spirit, but I will also sing with my 
mind." 

OUR TRADEMARK:  ______________ by a supernatural LOVE 

Galatians 5:22  (NIV) “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace..” 

John 13:34-35 (NIV) “A new command I give you:  Love one another.  As 
I have loved you, so you must love one another.  By this all people will 
know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 

Love is an _________________ ________________ towards 
_____________ ___________ to seek the _________ _______ 


