
 

WEEK 3:  PAID- RICHNESS IN WEAKNESS   
(THE QUANDARY OF THORNY MALADY) 

THEME SCRIPTURES: 

2 CORINTHIANS 8:9 
“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was 
rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that you through his poverty 

might become rich." 

2 CORINTHIANS 12:7-9 
“To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly 

great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger 
of Satan, to torment me.  Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it 
away from me.  But he said to me ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my 

power is made perfect in weakness” 

“Thorn” (Strong’s #4647, skolops) means 1) ___________________ 

2) ____________________ 3)__________________________ 

3)  GRACE LETS US SEE THAT GOD’S 
KINGDOM DOES NOT WORK LIKE THE 
___________ OF THE __________ 
2 Corinthians 10:3-4 “For though we live in the world, we do not 
wage war as the world does.  The weapons we fight with are not 
the weapons of the world.  On the contrary, they have divine 
power to demolish strongholds.” 

4)  GRACE REMINDS US TO LOOK AT 
OTHERS THROUGH THE _________ OF 
GOD’S GRACE 

2 Corinthians 5:16-19 “So from now on we regard no one from a 
worldly point of view.  Though we once regarded Christ in this 
way, we do so no longer.  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a 
new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!  All this is 
from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave 
us the ministry of reconciliation:  that God was reconciling the 
world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them.  
And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.” 



HOW TO DEAL WITH THE 
THORNS IN MY LIFE:

4)  THORNS CAN MAKE US __________ GOD 

Genesis 3:1-5 

“Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the 

Lord God had made.  He said to the woman, `Did God really say, `You 
must not eat from any tree in the garden?’  The woman said to the 

serpent, `We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did 
say, `You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the 

garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’  `You will not 
surely die,’ the serpent said to the woman.  `For God knows that when 

you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.’” 

B)  TREATMENT:  TINCTURE OF GOD’S 
GRACE 
1) A STAKE (THORN) KEEPS US __________ 
2 Corinthians 12:6 “Even if I should choose to boast, I would not be a 
fool, because I would be speaking the truth.  But I refrain, so no one 
will think more of me than is warranted by what I do or say.” 

2) GOD’S GRACE EMPOWERS US DESPITE 
OUR ___________________ 

2 Corinthians 12:9 “But he said to me, `My grace is sufficient for you, 
for my power is made perfect in weakness.  Therefore I will boast all 
the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may 
rest on me.’” 

A)  SYMPTOMS OF A THORNY MALADY 

1) THORNS CAN BE _______________ 

2 Corinthians 10:10 (NKJV)  (referring to PAUL) “For his letters, they say,  
are weighty and powerful, but bodily presence is weak, and his speech 
contemptible.” 

2) THORNS ARE NOT __________ 

2 Corinthians 3:2-3 “You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, 
known and read by everybody.  You show that you are a letter from 
Christ, the result of our ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit 
of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human 
hearts.” 

 3) THORNS CAN RESULT IN  ______________ 

2 Corinthians 11:5-6 (CEB) “I don’t consider myself as second-rate in 
any way compared to the “super-apostles.” But even if I’m uneducated 
in public speak, I’m not uneducated in knowledge.” 

Poverty is refusing to become all that God destined you to become. 

THE DEFINITION OF A POVERTY MINDSET:

“The spirit of poverty is a stronghold established for the purpose of 
keeping you from walking in the fullness of the _______________ 
_______________ at the cross, or the blessings of your inheritance in 
Christ.” (Rick Joyner) 


